B y definition, a union list or union catalog is a cooperative endeavor of a group of library partners. Over the past 30 years Oregon libraries have worked together to meet technological and funding challenges in order to build, maintain, and develop Oregon's statewide union list of serials. The fact that ORULS has not only survived but thrived for nearly three decades without a structure of legal contracts, but rather a voluntary structure of cooperation among participant libraries and users, makes this project a remarkable example of partnership.
GETTING STARTED
Partnership was certainly on the agenda when three Oregon State System of Higher Education (OSSHE) libraries formed the Portland Area Automation Committee in 1966. The group consisted of the University of Oregon Medical School, Dental School, and Portland State University. The committee was "initially formed as a discussion group to plan for an eventual online serials check-in system to be shared by the three Portland libraries of OSSHE. Subsequent meetings were concerned almost exclusively with grant applications for union listing" (Abrams, 1983) . With a Public Health Service Medical Library Assistance Act grant for FY1966/67, the union list project began. Because of its computer capabilities, the Medical School initially hosted the project, and by 1968 the union list contained over 10,000 holdings.
By 1970, the University of Oregon and the Oregon State Library had joined with the Portland OSSHE group, creating a statewide consortium. Union listing continued, funded by the first of a two-phased LSCA Title III grant (for cooperative projects between two or more libraries). Phase 1 of the grant ended in late 1971 with the publication of the OSSHE-OSL Pilot Project Union List in book form. Coincidentally, in October 1971 the Northwest Association of Private Colleges and Universities published the NAPCU Union List of Serials, also in book form (Abrams, 1983) . With similar aims and objectives, these two groups would soon joint forces. With the advice and support of the Advisory Council, the ORULS Project began a transition to self-supporting status when LSCA funding ended in 1988. By the time the 8th ORULS microfiche edition appeared in 1990, a biennial subscription structure was in place. Subscription fees were set on a sliding scale so that all libraries, from smallest to largest, could afford to participate. Over the next 4 years, the subscription funds covered a large portion of the Project budget, with the remainder subsidized by the State Library.
By 1993, anticipated changes in the method of State Library funding necessitated that the ORULS Project become completely self-supporting. Clearly it was time once more for library partnership. In November 1993 the State Library hosted "Focus on ORULS," a stakeholders meeting of 25 ORULS users representing all types and sizes of libraries. The group considered a wide range of cost-saving ideas and possibilities for reducing ORULS services and products. The consensus of the group was to maintain the full scope of ORULS activities and to move to an annual membership funding structure with voluntary contributions from the libraries that used ORULS data.
Because of the cooperation of hundreds of Oregon libraries, the ORULS Project has been self-supporting for the past four years. ORULS may be unique among union list groups in maintaining itself by means of voluntary membership contributions. The libraries of Oregon should take considerable pride in their part in this accomplishment. 
THE PRESENT, THE FUTURE
As of October 1998, there are 160 ORULS participant libraries, approximately 100,000 serial titles, and 250,000 holdings. ORULS data is in demand. Over 75 libraries have placed orders for the upcoming 11th microfiche edition, with inquiries from as far away as Guam.
What will be the next challenge for ORULS? Whatever it may be, past history indicates that through the partnership of Oregon libraries, the challenge will be met, and statewide union listing of serials in Oregon will continue.
ORULS is available on the web: http://www.osl. state.or.us/oslhome/orulshome.html Thirty Years (continued from page ) circulation system to renew materials, edit patron records, and collect fines.
The plans were completed before scheduled and implementation of the patron-initiated electronic materials request function occurred in July 1998. The final piece was the load of RCC student, faculty, and staff patron records into the SOU Library circulation subsystem. During the summer, RCC staff input patron records directly and testing was completed in August. During the first two weeks of Fall 1998 term classes, about 3,900 RCC patron records for students and 300 RCC faculty and staff were successfully loaded into the SOU online system. The joint Southern Oregon University Library and Rogue Community College Library Materials Delivery Workgroup collaboration worked well since all members readily saw the potential benefits in creating this type of request/delivery system for their students. This ability to work well as a team did not come as a surprise. Over the years RCC, SOU, and Jackson County libraries have met for monthly luncheons that have established a foundation of mutual respect and trust as well as an understanding of the challenges and problems unique to our institutions and region. These institutions are well represented at the three yearly Southern Oregon Library Federation (SOLF) meetings. Total commitment and support for the project from all members of the work group was the key to its successful implementation.
Although SOU students are not yet able to access RCC libraries' collections online, with RCC's migration to a new library automation system, this is a future possibility. The partnering between SOU and RCC libraries currently exists in several additional areas. Along with pick-up and return of library materials at RCC sites in Medford and Grants Pass, SOU students may use resources within these libraries. This cooperative, collegial attitude will work toward providing accessible library resources to SOU students as well as RCC students, many of whom will matriculate into the University's baccalaureate programs.
As of the end of October there have been only a few requests, but they have steadily increased. A relatively slow steady growth to this local system will allow participants to iron out any bugs yet to show up. The electronic patron-initiated request for SOU materials is so new that a full academic year will need to transpire before it can be evaluated. Stay tuned. Access (continued from page ) 
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